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MGTO 
expands 
promotion 
in Indian 
market

The Macau Government 
7RXULVW�2I¿FH��0*72��
has inaugurated its 
UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI¿FH�LQ�
New Delhi and plans to 
RSHQ�DQRWKHU�RI¿FH�LQ�
Mumbai. The bureau’s 
India Head Arzan 
Khambatta said that 
Delhi and Mumbai, along 
with Bangalore, Chennai, 
and Ahmedabad, would 
be Macau tourism’s 
target cities in the Indian 
market this year. MGTO’s 
deputy director Cecilia 
Tse revealed that they 
will roll out customized 
travel packages for Indian 
tourists with the bureau’s 
new Indian representative 
VFS Global. “Leisure, 
MICE, and especially the 
wedding segments are 
our key focus areas for 
this year. We are keen on 
hosting gala Bollywood 
events in Macau,” she 
said. Moreover, a Macau 
Symposium will be 
hosted in India, aimed at 
connecting Macautour 
operators with key trade 
partners of MGTO.

Catarina Pinto

THE Rui Cunha Founda-
tion and the University of 
Macau (UM) have joined 
forces to launch a series 

of “Philosophy Cafés” intended 
to bring discussion and critical 
thinking to the table, while addres-
sing current affairs. The inaugural 
“Philosophy Café,” to be held today 
at 7pm, will be moderated by UM 
professor of philosophy William 
Franke, with a focus on “Philoso-
phical Universalism and the Role 
of China in the World Today.”
7KH� ¿UVW� FDIH� LV� DQ� HIIRUW� WR� DG-

dress philosophy in a particular lo-
cal context, said professor William 
Franke. He told The Times that in 
addition to a geographic parame-
ter, there’s a historical parameter 
to the topic.

“China is one of the countries in 
which philosophy has a world his-
torical origin. We think of Greece 
¿UVW�ZKHQ�WKLQNLQJ�RI�WKH�ELUWK�RI�
philosophy in the 5th century, with 
the pre-Socratic philosophers. But 
simultaneously with that develop-
ment in Greece there is a new kind 
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spur critical thinking

of intellectual ferment and discou-
rse in China, with Confucius in 
particular,” he recalled.

Prof Franke will be making an in-
troduction about the particularity 
of philosophical knowledge before 
RSHQLQJ�WKH�ÀRRU�WR�WKH�GLVFXVVLRQ�
of philosophical universalism, and 
the kind of contributions to philo-
sophy that China makes today. 

“It’s an even broader question 
than simply philosophical discus-
sion. Philosophy - as a way of in-

forming - has a role in the world; a 
political-social role; there are a lot 
of questions that are crucial for the 
world and China – because of its 
increasing economic power – and 
in every way; it’s important to the 
world, it has a key role,” he ack-
nowledged.
3URI�)UDQNH�ZLOO�DOVR�UHÀHFW�XSRQ�

which Chinese heritage traditions 
are relevant “as a resource for gui-
ding China as a major player now 
on the world stage.”

“This is not a lecture. I am hoping 
to learn from members of the pu-
blic [about] some of the resources 
and challenges facing China today. 
My role is to try to direct our thou-
ghts collectively toward what phi-
losophy has to offer to public deba-
te and policy,” he reiterated. 

The professor intends to urge tho-
VH�DWWHQGLQJ�WKH�HYHQW�WR�DOVR�UHÀHFW�
upon Macau and its relationship 
with philosophy. The relationship 
might not be too apparent, but he 
recalled that because of the casino 
industry, “Macau is an especially 
apt place for philosophy,” although 
this tends to be forgotten. 

He stressed that, for instance, in 
Greece, philosophy did not emerge 
in Athens but rather in other places  
such as seaports and trading cities, 
because these were places for the 
exchange of ideas, and “that is cru-
cial for the life of philosophy.”

“It’s our mission, in the university 
and particularly in our program of 
philosophy and religious studies, 
to bring out this potential, which 
really does belong to the resources 
that are special to Macau. That’s 
why I think it’s important that the 
‘Philosophy Cafés’ give an impor-
WDQW�SXEOLF�SUR¿OH� WR�SKLORVRSK\�´�
he stated.

The Rui Cunha Foundation in-
tends to organize other “Philoso-
phy Cafés” in the upcoming mon-
ths, moderated by different scho-
lars. Today’s café runs between 
7pm and 10pm and the talk will be 
conducted in English. 


